Lower Valley Fire Protection District
Special Session Board Meeting - November 26, 2025

CALL MEETING TO ORDER
Special Session Board Meeting of the Board of Directors with the Lower Valley Fire Protection District was called

to order by Board Vice President Mark Bonella at 6:00pm. Advance notice of the meeting was provided. The
following board of directors were present: Mark Bonella, Jesse Mease, Jeff Phillips, and Cliff Gray. Others in
attendance: Fire Chief Matt Katzenberger, Engineer Kaden Fife, Mahea Rodriguez, Fruita Mayor Matthew
Breman, Fruita City Council Member Amanda Quigley, and Fruita’s Assistant City Manager Dan Caris
(virtual). Board President, Cullen Purser, excused himself from tonight’s meeting citing a potential conflict of
interest.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Mark Bonella led the Pledge of Allegiance.

CITIZENS COMMENTS/REQUESTS
None.

DISCLOSURE OF CONFLICT OF INTEREST

None.

NEW BUSINESS

Fire Chief Matt Katzenberger approaches the Board seeking a declaration of support for the City of Fruita’s
Public Safety Sales and Use Tax and presented the proposed ballot language for an April 2026 election. The
ballot language is a result of the City’s workshop meeting that was held on 11/25/2025. The ballot language
proposal was reviewed and approved by the City of Fruita’s attorney, Mary Elizabeth, today as well. After her
review, she requested modifications which were acceptable to Fire Chief Matt Katzenberger. Wording changes
were revised to include the word “consideration” in specific areas due to the ballot language not officially being
voted on by the Fruita City Council in an open public format.

Cliff Gray asked for clarification on the expiration on this ballot language. Fire Chief Matt Katzenberger
confirmed that there is no “sunset” expiration.

Jesse Mease requested clarification on administrative fees and if those will be addressed in the Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) before the District gets to an official Intergovernmental Agreement (IGA). Fire Chief Matt
Katzenberger explains the process moving forward, if they decide to approve Resolution 11/26/2025 tonight.
First, our Resolution will go on file and be included with the City’s packet for their meeting on 12/02/2025. If the
City adopts and votes in favor of the ballot language, the next step would be to send it to the Department of
Regulatory Agencies (DORA) for their review, (DORA is the state agency and the overseeing body). Once the City
Council officially adopts the ballot language, an MOU would be implemented as agreed upon by the City of
Fruita, City Council, the LVFD Board of Directors, and Fire Chief Matt Katzenberger. The MOU will lay the
foundation for the IGA. Dan Caris confirms that there will be a 90-day period to have an IGA in place, once all
ballot language has been approved by all the necessary entities, both local and state. Fire Chief Matt
Katzenberger addresses the administrative fees, stating that neither he nor the City Manager know what the
administrative fees will be at this time. However, they both expect them to be nominal. They also discussed a
percentage versus a fixed dollar amount due to the increase in fees over time.
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Mayor Matthew Breman adds that the City Council meeting packet will be available to the public on Friday,
11/28/2025, to include our Resolution, pending its adoption and approval tonight.

Lastly, Fire Chief Matt Katzenberger read Resolution 11/26/2025 in its entirety to the Board: A resolution of the
Board of Directors of the Lower Valley Fire District declaring support for the City of Fruita’s consideration of
proposed ballot language for a public safety sales and use tax (April 2026 election).

Therefore, be it resolved by the Board of Directors of the Lower Valley Fire Protection District that:
1) The Board hereby formally supports the City of Fruita proposed ballot language, Public Safety Sales and Use
Tax that would be considered by Fruita City Council to appear in the April 2026 municipal election.

2) The Board authorizes the Fruita City Council to make any non-substantive or material wording adjustments on
the ballot language as necessary without requiring further board action. However, if any such revision alters alter
the subject matter, context or intent of the measure, this resolution should be deemed null and void until the
Board has reviewed those changes and approved an amendment to this Resolution.

3) The Board finds the proposed 0.2% public safety sales and use tax to be in the best interest of the residents,
businesses and visitors served by the District.

4) The Board authorizes the Fire Chief, staff and district representatives to share factual information regarding the
measure as permitted by law and to collaborate with the City on public education efforts about the impacts on
fire and emergency services.

5) A copy of this resolution should be transmitted to Fruit City Council and made publicly available through
normal District channels.

Jesse Mease made a motion to accept Resolution 11/26/2025; seconded by Jeff Phillips. The motion passed
with four votes.

DJOURNMENT

Mark Bonella made a motion to adjourn. Allin favor with four votes.




